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Proposed Fenway Plaza 
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The former Sears, Roebuck Building in the Fenway is undergoing another 
rebirth. Olmsted Plaza, a proposed R & D project, failed and was followed by 
another proposed that died. Now, New England Development, developers of malls 
including CambridgeSide Galleria, is proposing Fenway Plaza, 450,000-sq. ft. of 
retail space. 

The historic main building would be "saved" to house 1,300 retail parking spaces 
and about 1,000 public monthly parking spaces. New retail including a supermarket 
would be built in the side and back. Like the previous proposal, Fenway Plaza 
would eliminate the parking lot across from the main building that interrupts the 
Emerald Necklace. Unlike the Olmsted Plaza developers, New England Develop- 
ment would not build a park, but would donate the land to the city for a park. The 
project, submitted to the State as a Notice of Project Change, was withdrawn to 
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City of Boston and the state have 
reached an agreement giving Boston 
more say in design, construction and 
_ traffic management during the Cen- 
_ tral Artery/Tunnel (CA/T) project. 
_ The agreement gives the City full 
_ review and approval and allows it to 
retain permitting power, but does 
_ not require the City to resolve abutter 
concerns. A Jomt Coordinating Com- 
_ mittee (JCC) is established to admin- 
| ister the agreement and resolve dis- 
| | putes and consists of three members 
from the City, three from the state 
_ and one non-voting committee mem- 
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ministration. 


An Executive Board has also 
been established to handle dis- 


putes the JCC fails to resolve. The 
Executive Board is comprised of 
the Transportation and Public 
City and the CA/T project direc- 
tor along with either the CA/T 
director of construction or direc- 
tor of construction services. 

The state will pay the City $7.3 
million over the next two years for 
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The water transportation study 
commissioned by the Central Artery/Tunnel 
(CA/T) project has determined there is poten- 
tial ridership for an Inner Harbor ferry system 
during and after CA/T construction (1996 and 
2010). The study identifies downtown termi- 
nals at Lovejoy Wharf (No. Station), Long 
Wharf, Rowes Wharf and four sites around Fort 
Point Channel; in South Boston, World Trade 
Center and Fan Pier; East Boston; Logan Air- 
port; Charlestown Navy Yard (two). 

Three proposed new rush-hour routes would 
connect Charlestown/Long Wharf/Fort Point 
Channel; World Trade Center/North Station; 
North Station/Charlestown. With a $1.00 fare, 
the entire system would need a subsidy of about 
$1 million a year. The fare from Rowes Wharf 
to Logan would remain $7.00. 

Although the study found low ridership from 
East Boston—-the Blue Line works well—the CA/ 
T project has agreed to a pilot project. Operat- 
ing now is the privately owned City Water Taxi 
scheduled service in the morning and after- 
noon. The one-way fare is $2.50. 


HOV is coming...The Massachusetts 
Highway Department (MHD) is planning a six- 
mile-long contraflow high-occupancy vehicle 
(HOV) lane on the Southeast Expressway, from 
Furnace Brook Parkway in Quincy to near 
Freeport Street in Dorchester. Using moveable 
jersey barriers, the project will create a new 
lane on the off-peak side for buses and vanpools. 
Carpools will be allowed several months after 


Twice a day, machines will shift six miles of 
barriers to create the reverse-flow lane. In the 
off peak, the barners would be stored next to the 
median. A savings of seven minutes’ travel 
time is projected, and violators could be fined 
by police over $50 and kicked out at the entrance. 

Delays have moved the opening of the HOV 
lane from September to spring 1995. The $15 
million construction project will involve com- 
plete repaving of the Expressway and will be- 
gin in the fall. Annual operating costs are pro- 
jected to be $600,000. 

But, forecasts say that in 15 years the 
contraflow lane will have to be replaced with a 
permanent facility, such as a permanent revers- 
ible-flow lane that would require widening the 
Expressway. MHD expects to begin the envi- 
ronmental process on the long-range project soon. 
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Summer Reading 


» Federal Record of Decision on the new Charles River Crossing 
Design, Federal Highway Administration, 29 pages, softcover. Avail- 
able in major libraries in Boston, Cambridge, Brookline and State 
Transportation Library. 

» Road Kill: How solo driving runs down the economy, Conservation 
Law Foundation, 55 pages, softcover, $10. Call the Conservation Law 


Mark Primack, Executive Office of Transporta- Sewer Commission chair 
tion and Construction, to Alaska and Ja- | Peter Chin, Joseph Feaster to new neighbor- 
maica Plain hood slots on Boston Zoning Board of Appeals 
William Twomey, former CA/T director and | Jim McCarthy, MBTA-Construction, retirement 
TAMS Consultants, to SmartRouteSystems | Tom Powers, deputy commissioner Dept. of 
Catherine Douglas Stone, Foley Hoag & Eliot, Environmental Protection (DEP), to acting 
to City of Boston environmental services head commissioner 


Foundation at 350-0990. 

» Boston Inner Harbor Water Transportation Study 1994, prepared for 
the Central Artery/Tunnel project by TAMS and Cambridge Systemat- 
ics, 100 pages, softcover. Call Ron Killian at CA/T, 951-6467 

}» Boston's Transit Future: The dilemma of maintaining ridership 
while controlling the deficit, Tony Goméz-Ibaiiez, Kennedy School, 38 
pages, softcover, $5. Call the Taubman Center, 496-1751. 


Frank Tramontozzi, acting commissioner of | Peg Brady, from DEP, to director of Mass. Coastal 
the Boston Transportation Dept. to perma- Zone Management (MCZM) 
nent commissioner Jeff Benoit, MCZM, to National Oceanic & At- 
Jacki Wilkins, MEPA Unit, to Rackemann Saw- mospheric Adminstration, Washington, D.C. 
yer and Brewster Ed Burke, director of Neighborhood Services, 
Dennis DiMarzio, vice president of Arkwright and five Neighborhood Services liaisons back 
Mutual Insurance, to Boston Water and to their neighborhoods 
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1) Pave the world... Parking lot magnate 
Kevin Fitzgerald will be allowed to tear down 
two buildings in the Combat Zone and replace 
them with a 135-space parking lot. Macomber 
Development wants to convert the former 
Greyhound bus station to an intenm parking 
lot while waiting for the nght time to redevelop 
the site for commercial use. 
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HA Year 17...and counting. The MBTA is 
seeking a consultant to evaluate the differ- 
ences between light rail and electric trolley 
buses along Washington Street in the South 
End and Lower Roxbury. 

The issue has been studied by a transporta- 
tion consultant since 1977; the MBTA feels it 
needs a fresh look before it makes a decision 
on which mode to go with. The consultant 
selection process will probably extend past 
November 8. 
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&Y After much controversy centered 
around commercialism, the Boston Parks 
Commission voted to approve the Bostix 
ticket booth in the Copley Square park. The 
copper-roofed pavilion will be located at the 
corner of Dartmouth and Boylston streets. 
The two-year lease for Bostix included the 
addition of seven new trees for Copley Square. 










Finally, the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority has refinanced the 1987, $11 mil- 
lion Custom House Tower from the fed- 
eral government. The new terms reduce 
interest from 11 to 4 percent and will require 
only interest payments until principal is due in 
2024. Although there have many ideas for its 
reuse, there are no definite plans now. The 
Beal Company’s designation as developer for a 
luxury hotel is technically up at the end of 1994. 
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As part of the MBTA's requirement to cut 
$40 million, it sent out between 150 and 200 
letters in the early summer "encouraging" 
the recipient to retire. Most of the Safety 
Departnent received letters, saying the posi- 
tions had been deemed "non-critical" by su- 
pervisors. Fortunately, the letters to the Safety 
Department personnel were revoked. 


ir = - 
a- 
———— 








PV 
‘ & 
Roxbury 





| The City of Boston has announced a competi- Discontinued on a “trial” basis in 1969 to provide Harbor Visions...The Boston Society of Ar- 
tion to f or ideas to improve City Hall Plaza. The cars for other MBTA Green Line branches, the 4 1/2- chitects is running a charrette Sept. 23-25 to bring 
competition is open to all. While it will involve some mile A-Line Green Line service is now gone for citizens, community groups, planners, and design- 
physical changes, the main thrust of Mayor Menino’s good. The MBTA is process of removing the poles ers together to brainstorm ie elie iaaie to shape a 
City Hall Plaza program is to develop sound programs, and overhead wires along the streetcar line that runs vision for the future of Boston Harbor. Goin na. 
events, public-private partnerships, and a host of other in traffic in Watertown, Newton and Boston. Pole yond the vision, the charrette will ereuite to ay 
ideas from any one with ideas, not just professional removal will continue through the summer. In the coalitions to ipdemeat the vision. 
designers. spring of 1995 the tracks will be removed in conjunc- Harbor Visions will be held at UMass—Boston. 

The Boston Parks Department and the Boston Soci- tion with a major street reconstruction project by the Mass. The $45 fee ($25 for students) includes boat tour and 

ety of Architects will host a series of seminars/work- Highway Department. meals during the three days. There will be a public 
shops this fall in City Council Chambers. Part of the The MBTA replaced the A-Line with Route 57 forum to present the dhiaviebie results on Oct. 18 at 
series will be seminars on Social History, Programs & (Watertown-Kenmore) and Express Bus 301 from the JFK Library. Call Alexandra Lee at 951-1433 
Events, and Urban Design. All ideas will be accepted . Brighton Center. Studies for the MBTA showed that x235 for information. 
For more information on the “ideas” competition call although patronage on a restored A-line from 
Boston Parks & Recreation at 635-4505. Watertown would be higher than on the buses, oper- 


ating costs would be over 20 percent higher. 
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The Boston Informer is available by mail only. 
Don't miss an issue—subscribe now at $20 and 
receive six fact- and fun-filled issues per year! 
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EANWHILE, SOMEWHERE IN THE VAST © 
RED BRICK DESERT #F CITY HALL PLAZA , 

A STRANDED PEDESTRIAN PRAYs 
FoR SALVATION..- 












will ate 
given. $2 million 
A" monies available to he 
beginning on September 26, 1994. 
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